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only be crossed by pack animals. There was always
a danger of a raid being made upon the Basrah-
Baghdad Railway, which ran through a part of the
district. The tribesmen had done this on a previous
occasion and were likely to do so again.
When Sir John Salmond was asked to bring this
area under administrative control, he felt that his
task could only be accomplished by the use of the
R.A.F.
"It was our object/' he writes, "to demonstrate
that only those who refused to obey Government
orders should be punished. A special target map
was accordingly prepared to ensure action being
confined to these objectives. The Sheikhs of the
area, numbering forty-two, were then summoned to
the local Headquarters of Government at Samawah.
One only appeared with a satisfactory guarantee.
Accordingly, the following day, trams containing
armoured car detachments, aircraft stores and ground
organization for three advanced aerodromes selected
were despatched. Iraq levies and army detachments
guarded the two railway bridges and Samawah town.
"Air action commenced the next morning and
by the afternoon of the following day the majority
of Sheikhs had surrendered. This was followed by
the entry of Police and British and Iraqi Government
officials into the area to establish civil administration.
Thus this operation took two and a half days and
was carried out at a distance of one hundred and
fifty miles from Baghdad.
"Had it been necessary to use military forces,